
Mr. TEJRNEY. What would become of the petition if
that motion should prevail I
The PRESIDENT. It will remain in the hands of the

J udiciarv Committee.
Mr. SEWARD. I call for the yew and naya on the

notion.
The yea* and naya were ordered, and, being taken, were aa

follow* J \, _

YEAS.Messrs. Baldwia,Bradburv, Chaae, Clarke,Cooper,
Davis, ol Massachuaetta, Dodge, of Wiaeooaui, Ewuig, l-eleto.
Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norri», Seward, Smith, Upham, and
Walker.IT. ,

_ . _ . D . ,

NAYS.Meaara. Atchiaon, Badger, BeU.Bemeo, Borland,
Caaa, Clay. Clemens, Davis, of Dawson, Dick.n-

aoo, Dodge, of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Gwm, Hunter,
Jones, King, Mason, Morton, Pearee, Phelps, Pratt, Rhett,
Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Uuder-

wood, and Whitcomb.S3.
So the motion waa rejected.
The motion to reconsider the vote waa agreed to.

The question then recalled on the motion to refer the me-

mo'ial to the Jud'ciary Committee.
Mr. BADGER. I move to lay the whole subject on the

table.
The motion was agreed to.

Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Private Land Claima,
to which was referred the petition of the heirs of Joseph
Reynea, submitted a report in writing, which was ordered to

be printed, adverse to the prayer of the petitioner.
Mr. FOOTE adud and obtained the unanimous cooaent

of the Senate to bring in . joint resolution for the relief of
Lewia Kossuth and hie associates, exilea from Hungary ;

which waa read and passed to a second reading.
The reaolution-providea that the President shall have power

to aend a national teasel to the Mediterranean to bring Kos¬
suth and bis companions to this country.
On motion by Mr. FOOTE, it waa ordered that it be

printed.
Mr. WHITCOMB, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob¬

tained leave to introduoe a bill to aid in the construction of a

railroad from Martinaville, by Morgantown to Franklin, in
the State of Indiana ; which waa read a first and aecond time

by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

REDUCTION OF FOOTAGE.
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to

the conaideration of the bill to reduce and modify the rates of

postage aad to authorise the coinage of a three cent piece.
After some discussion on amendmenta offered, af which a

report will be given hereafter, without disposing ofthe bill,
The Senate adjourned.

Tuesday, February 18, 1851.
After the proaentation of petitions,
Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, to which

was referred House bill No. 281, for the relief of the legal
representatives of Robert 8. Burrough and Stephen Hopkioa,
reported back the same without amendment and recommended
ita pasaage, and asked for the present consideration of the bill.
No objection being made, the 8enate proceeded to consider

the same as in Committee of the Whole, and no amendment
having been made, it was reported to the Senate, ordered to

be read a third time, and was read a third time by unanimous
consent and passed.

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE.

Mr. CLEMENS, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob¬
tained leave to introduce a bill to authorise the issue of a land
patent to Britain Franks, which was read a first and second
time by its title and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. DAYIS, of Massachusetts, in pursuance of notice,
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of
Caroline L. Eustis; which was read a first and second time
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary
Claims.

PAYMENT OF INDIAN ANNUITIES.
Mr. TURNEY submitted the following resolution for con¬

sideration :
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior comraunioate

to the Senate what has been and is the practice of the Govern¬
ment in paying the Indian annuitiea, whether to the chief* or

K:r capita { and upon what authority is said practice founded,
id not the decisions made by Mr. Ewing, late Secretary o(

the Interior, in the cases alluded to, divert the Indian annui¬
ties from the per capita as had been the practice ?

Mr. EWING, at a subsequent period of the day, rose and
aaid : I would ask the 8enate to take up the resolution offer¬
ed by the 8enator from Teunesaee. It looks like an honest

purpose to get at the truth. I hope it will be taken up and

passed without a word, so that we may have an answer to it
to-morrow.
The resolution was taken up and adopted.

EXPENSES OF THE ARMY AND NAVY.

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolution, which
lies over under the rule :

Hetolved, That in the opinion of the Senate the annual ex¬

penditures for the support of the army and navy have reached
an enormous, extravagant, and unnecessary amount, and have
become oppressive and burdensome to the Treasury and the

people, and that it is the duty of the President oi the United
States to recommend such a plan of reduction of the army and
naval establiihments of the United States as will bring the an¬

nual expenditures for the support of both within the sum o!
twelve millions of dollars.

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE RESCUE IN BOSTON.
The following resolution, submitted yesterdsy by Mr.

Clat, came up for consideration :
1 Hetolved, That the President of the United States be re¬

quested to lay before the Senate, if not incompatible with the

public interest, any information he may possess in regard to an

alleged recent case of a forcible resistance to the execution oi
a law of the United States in the city of Boston, and toeom*

raunicate to the Senate under the above condition what meant

he has adopted to meet the occurrence, and whether, in hit

opinion, any additional legislation is necessary to nvret the ex¬

igency ol the case, and to more vigorously execute existing
laws.

Mr. CLAY. The resolution, sir, whick has been read
embraces three objects : the first to ascertsto what is the ac¬

tual state of fscts, so far as the Executi* can give it to us, in
relation to the obstruction to the erection of the law which
is said to have occurred on Saturday 'n 'be city of Bos¬
ton. The next object is to ascr4*'11 ff0m the President, if

compatible with the public i**erests be can disclose, what
meaaurea he has resorted *or the purpose of auppoiting
the authority of the law 'n vindicating, that authority.
The last of the three ejects of the resolution is to ascertain
from the President whether there be, or whether there be

not, any defects 11 the existing law which ought to be cured

by oiher laws,,n order to secure their supremacy through¬
out the coup*?-

Mr. Pp^ent, un,i' tbe information which is called for is
received 'l w'" be premature to enter into a discussion at

length dP°n l^e 'ubject-matters of the reaolution ; but I can¬

not erbear to avail myself of the opportunity of aaying that I
e been ahodked, distressed, astounded by the occurrence

o which the newspapers give, I fear, too faithful an account,
ir the third 8tate of the United States.the first, perhaps,
A at least the second in point of wealth, and inferior to none

4n point of intelligence.
What are some of the distinctive features of that occur¬

rence ? It is not simply that the law has been impeded in its
execution, thst the officers of justice have been insulted and
outraged; it is not alone that all thia has occurred in the
sanctuary of jualice, but the officers standing at the post
where justice should be administered have been insulted,
threatened, beaten down, and the prisoner in their cus¬

tody seised and carried away with exultation and triumph
from the midst of a population of the United States of 150,000
or 160,000.

But, sir, this is not all. By whom was that mob impelled
onward ? By our own race 1 No, air, but by negtoes ; by
African descendants; by people who poasess no part, as I
contend, in our political system; and the queation which
arises is, whether we ahall have law, and whether the majesty
of the Government shall be maintained or not j whether we

ahall have a Government of white men or black men in the
cities of thia country.

Sir, I say I have been shocked, and inexpreaalbly diatreased
by the occurrence which haa taken place. I had hoped when
I first saw the account that it was not true ; indeed, it wai

auggeated to me that it waa a forgery « but I learned after¬
ward* that it waa truo from a source too high and rrnpectable
to permit me longer to entertain a doubt.from a high officer
of the Government, who received the facta from his corre¬

spondence wi h thecitv of Boston, confirming the truth of the
intelligence I had heard.
Now, Mr. President, in such a case I think every depart¬

ment of the Government should act with the moat perfect
promptitude. My honorable friend who sits at my left (Mr.
Foots, stated yeaterday that he had had an interview with
two of the highest officers ol the Government, and that they
had assured him that it waa determined to execute the law
with the utmost vigor, so far as they had power cgamunicated
to them by the laws and constitution of the cou®V. I had a
similar interview, and they confirmed the statammt. I think
the call should be prompt, the notice of the occurrence prompt
by Congress, prompt by the Executive, and I hope it will be
effectually and immediately puniahed, and that the authority
of the law will be maintained in every part of our common
republic. I have said before that it waa not my intention to
enlarge upon the aubject, because, although I have had suffi¬
cient information.teo much I regret to aay.to ju»tify the
remarks I have made, yet all that ia necessary for our action
is not within our reach, and until we obtain it, it is not pro¬
per to c.wtinoe my remarks.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not rise with sny
purpose to enter into a discussion upon the merits of this
question, becauae I think it ia very manifeat, aa it be< been
remarked by the Senator from Kentucky, that there ia at this
time no information of a reliable Character which authorise*
euch a discussion. We have reason to brlieve that an occur¬

rence has happened in Boston which all good and peece-
ab'e citizens will condemn. But before I undertake to pans
any censure, or any commendation upon the |<e >ple of that
city, or the people of the State of Massachusetts; before I un¬

dertake to airatgn or vindicate their conduct, I wish, sir, to

see the facte ; I wish to be made acquainted with toe trans¬
actions « and when I see these bets, I taut I ¦bail be able to
decide whose conduct to commend and whoee to condemn.
And I believe that, whenever thin matter cornea to be under-
.toad, the character of the ciinens of Boston will be found to
be euch aa it baa been formerly in the history of tbia country.
They will be found good and peaceable cilixaoa, disposed at
ail times to maintain the laws ol the country, and maintain
good order.

I know that this law is offensive < offensive to many who
are disposed to see it executed. And when I aay this I speak
a sentiment which is very common through that portion of
the country. But, neveithefeas, we are a law-abiding peo¬
ple, and in my judgment the great .mats of the people of Mas¬
sachusetts are willing tbat this law, like all other law*, shall be
subjected to the scrutiny of the judicial tribunals of tbe coun¬

try ; they are willing tbat the courta ahall decide upon ita con¬
stitutionality or unconstitutionality ; and if they wish the law
altered, aa no doubt many do, they will appeal to the proper
forum aod ask a modification of it, or ita repeal. I ouit be

permitted to aay, while speaking upon this subject, that I
think all attempts to suppress the expreaaion of public opin¬
ion, to suppress freedom of debate and freedom of thought, is
unwise.

Mr. CLAY. Freedom of debste upon what subject'
Upon what subject f Open, impudent violation of the lawe of
your country ?

Mr. DAVIS, of Massacbuaetts. The Senator from Ken¬
tucky doee not understand me. I spoke simply of discussion
upon the general merits and character of tbia law.

Mr. CLAY. Well, air, who hae been opposing any dis¬
cussion upon the general merits and character of this law *

Mr. DAVI8, of Massachusetts. If the Senator will allow
me, Mr. President, I wiah to aay tbat I had no reference to

the 8enator from Kentucky at all; but I think it ia a fact
quite notorioue that there haa been grest opposition out¬

side of this 8enate.
Mr. CLAY. With regard to what haa occurred in Con¬

gress, and especially in the Senate chamber, the course has
been without reproach. W hat ia the state of the case ? A
law waa passed at the last eeesion to eoforce a clear and
explicit article of the constitution. It was paased by a

considerable majority. That law is in tbe progress of ope*
ration. And what haa been the course of the Senate, that
very Senate which passed tbe law five monthe ago, or leas
than five months ago ? We have acted upon it; we had it
discuaeed, debated upon it, and decided upon it. We will
not now, especially when there are indications of violence
and a forcible resistance to the law, listen to any attempt to

repeal or modify the law. Let the authority of the law be
maintained; let it be executed ? let the defects, if there are

any defects, be developed during the progress of its execution,
snd when there is a spirit of obedience pervading, aa it ought
to pervade, the whole country, then and not till then will tbe
time anive when we should look into the law and aacertain
whether there be any grounde of objection calling for further
legislation.

Sir, I did not, when up before, say any thing about tbe
people of Boeton or the people of Ma*s«chusetts. I said
something.and I hope it does not disturb tbe feelings of the
Senator who has just spoken (Mr. Datib, of Massachusetts)
.to express the indignation which I felt at the outrage which
occurred in a court of justice. I do not know whether the
court room u a part of, but if not, it is near to Faneuil Hall,
that great cradle of American liberty. I hope it is not
deemed unkind by tbe Senator from Massachusetts, or offen¬
sive, to speak of that negro mob tbat dared to lay their sacri-
legious hands in the sanctuary of justice, upon the very sword
of justice itself, and to wave it over its officers and ministers,
threatening them with its application. If it be, then in my
place here and every where, I denounce such reaistance,
whether made by white men or black men.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have but a word to say
in reply to the remarks of the honorable Senator from Ken¬
tucky. I heartily agree in much tbat be has said, and I
lament this occurrence aa much as he does, and as sincerely
as he does. Wbat I did mean to aay is, that we are a peace-
loving and law-abiding people in tbe Commonwealth of Mas¬
sachusetts, and I mean to connect with that the fact that we

are a free people. From the day that we took up arms against
Grest Britain down to this time, we have claimed the right,
and maintained the right, and will continue to do it, to dis¬
cuss with freedom the measures of those who govern us.

Now, sir, I go a little further. I deprecate all violence to
correct any evils existing here. I leave truth to combat error,
and I would let it be done through freedom of epeech and
through freedom of the press. I ask for nothing more j and
if laws which are pa-sed here are found to be objectionsble in
their character, in the judgment of the people of that 8tate, I
trust they will sdopt none but proper measures to meet such
difficulties. They will bow in obedience to tbe judicisl tri¬
bunals, and they will leave these great questions in all cases

to be decided and settled by these tribunals; and if there be
any evils connected with tbia Government, tbey will patient¬
ly bear them until tbat revolution for which the constitution
itself provides can be worked out. Why, sir, peaceable
civil revolution, of all revolutions in regard to public senti¬
ment, is that for which the constitution designed to provide.
It is the most speedy in its character, tbe most efficacious, and
it is the oaly mode consistent with the institutions of the
country. Go, sir, if you bave evils to complain of, to the
ballot box, and there try the question and there settle the diffi¬
culty which exists under the influences of freedom of speech
and freedom of the presa. No gentleman on this floor can de-
precate more than I do any disposition to violence or opposi¬
tion to the laws.

I say, obey the laws of tbe United States , obey tbe laws of
the States until they are either repealed or modified or decided
to be unconatitutiooal, because the laws are the public will con¬
stitutionally expressed. That ia my doctrine ; but at the same
time while I advocate obedience to law, I shall deprecate at
all times any attempt to suppress free discusrion, free exsmi-
nation, free inquiry into these subjec's ; for that is as much
connected with the genius ofour Government as the constitu¬
tion itself. Why, air, it is in vain to attempt to prevent a

public and free expression of opinion upon these subjects, and
tbey can never be frowned down, and it ia vain and idle to

attempt it.
Mr. HALE. I am not going to oppose the passsge of

this resolution. I think I am glad that it has been introduced.
I have listened with some satisfaction to the torrent of indig¬
nation which the Senator from Kentucky has poured out
sgsinst this obstruction of the execution of the laws. But I
confess I should have been more gratified if this indignation
had beeh exhibited in opposition to laws manifestly for a differ¬
ent latitude, and upon a different subject. We are relying
upon newspaper accounts. I have seen an account, though I
do not know whether it is true or not, but I hsve seen an ac¬

count since this Senate has been in session, that a judicial
officer in one of the Southern States has refused, and did for
a long time refuse, to execute the law of the United 8tates
for the surrender of a person belonging to another State. I
do not know whether the account is true or not, but I saw it
in the newspapers, and I have as much authority for that as

we have for the account which we find of the occurrence in
Boston.

Since I have been a member of the Senate, I have seen an ac¬
count of an expedition got up in a Southern city to march into
a foreign country, in opposition to Isw and treaty stipulations
forbidding any thing of the kind ; but I never heard of any re¬

solution calling on tbe President to know what be bad done
about it. I recollect that, after the expedition against Cuba
waa got up, a resolution was offered here, and that resolution
waa rather one of censure upon the efforts made by the Exe¬
cutive to suppress it.

Since I bave been a member of the Senate, I have known
a mob to bold control for successive days of a consider¬
able portion of this ci'y, under the nose of tbe President of
the United States, and there was no anxiety manifested then
to kaow what the President had heard of it, or to know what
the President had done about it; to know whether, in this
federal city, where all the authority of the United Stales is
concentrated, and where he was bound by every obligation
that could weigh upon a civil officer, to know whether be had
taken steps to maintain tbe supremacy of the law. There
was no inquiry made then. I did not bear a word about it.

But, aa I said, I am not opposed to the passage of this re

solution, for I will vote for it; but I fear the Government of
the United Statea are about to take tbat very step which it Is
s iid separates the sublime from the ridiculous. Yes, sir, here
is a mob of negroes who have for a time executed ibeir pur¬
poses there, as a mob may do in any place and in any city.
Mobs are not peculiar to Boston. I believe I hsve read about
mob in Kentucky which took possession of a printing press

and sent it off into a neighboring State. Mobs may ar se

every where. But I have heard that it ia seriously the inten
tion of the President of the United Ststes to issue a formal
proclamaiion to all the naval and military forces to hold them¬
selves in readiness to put down this mob of the negroes in
Boston. I trust it ia not true. 1 truat that the President will
leave the execution of the laws in Boston to tbe silent regu
lation of the good people of Boston themselves; for the Pre¬
sident may be as-vfred that if the moral sentiment of tbe peo¬
ple among whom the laws are to be enfotced is not sufficient

enforce them, tbey cannot be enforced. It is not in the
power of the army and navy of the United St ties to enforce
this law in Boston unless the people of Mamachu-etta sustain
the law. You must rely upon that or your cas* i* hopeless.
George III. tried this experiment in Boston, when there waa

but a handful of people the e compared to ihe present p ipula-
tion. He sent his royal a-my there, and they shot down the

izens in Stale street. That law which it was attempted to
enforce was odious to the people, snd it could not be enforced,
though the population in B >st«>n was not one-tenth of what
now is. It cannot be done now if the m'>rai arnse of the

people of Boston is against it, ami will not sup|»ort it, an I it
'he idlest thing on earth to send any force ih»re to enforce
'¦w. No, sir, such ia not ihe foundation on which our

institutions real. Tney rest upon the moral wntime oa and
judgment of the people, and wheu they tail lo sustain any
measure *. 'die to fill hark upon standing srinirs.

think the consequences of this movement have been ex-
. "n'y rr'Sgnified. I bave no doubt tbat ti e pople of

.tor. will maintain all proper regulations and aw-, I in
as ,o" ent.of that aa I era that the »n will rise to ino-row

nsu ii am not acitiieti of that State, n r do I repre-eol

that Bute, bat if I war* one of the citfaeos of Boston I should
look opoo il h th« foulest insult offered tomy Stale to asaume
that ihe laws cannot be executed < and the feet that violence
has taken place ia not tbe least indication that the laws can¬
not ha executed. I apprehend that the part of tbe account
which relates to taking the sword ol justice down and fl >uriah-
ing it over the heads of the officers ia all fancy. I have read
an account by the deputy marshal from whose custody it it
said the alleged fugitive was taken.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think, perhaps, that
that account ia a mistake.

Mr. HALE. It is suggested to me that H may be a mis¬
take. Whether it be so or not, I cannot tell. 1 think tbie
move is entirely premature, and that we had better wait and
see what movement the authorities there will make ; that we
bad better leave the laws to the quiet operation of their own
government, among the people where the laws are to be exe¬
cuted, before we attempt to magnify this into any great and
serious consequences. I do not think there ia any sertons

danger of any manifestation of resistance to the law in that
quarter.

Mr. FOGTE. As the honorable Benstor baa thought pro¬
per to refer to a certain occurrence in tbe State in which I re¬

side, I must inform him that he is in error aa to tbe fact. It
is not true that any Federal Judge in the Slate of Miasissippi
refused to perfoim his duly { that be delayed issuing a certain
procaas whilst our Legislature wss in aeasion is true ; but
that he aubsequently issued a writ, and that tbe Governor of
Miaaiasippi went to tbe city ofNew Orieana in the custody of
a marshal, and appeared in court, and thereelaimed a speedy
trial, without tbe least ahow of violence, without the least dia-
poaition to commit disorder, ia certainly most true, as tbe
newspaper* prove, and as varioua letters which I have received
also aiteat.
Now for another fact, for which I fear the 8enator has re¬

lied too much upon madame rumor with her hundred tonguee.
There never was aeen any organized body of men, marching
through tbe alreets of the city of New Orieana or any South¬
ern city, destined to the island of Cuba, or any other foreign
port. There waa some suspicion exiating with regard to the
connexion of soma Southern citizens with the lale Cardenas
aflair, and this Government deemed it its duty to institute a

scrutiny at once, and that scrutiny haa gone on, and Ihe trials
are now in progress. If that had not been done, there ia no
true spirited Southern man who would not have deemed tbe
Government wholly unworthy the support of e«ery law-
abiding citizen. There has been no opposition in any part of
the South, so far aa I know^ to tbe supremacy of the laws,
and I am bound to say that in my judgment ninety-nine hun¬
dredths of the people there would turn out for tbe purpose of!
aiding in maintaining the supremacy of the law and the Con¬
stitution.

1 am fearful that what I said yesterday waa misunderstood
by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Darts).
certainly it was, if he undentood me ss be baa intimated. I
did not believe that the good people of Maaeachusetia would
not, when called upon, perform their duty aa good citizens.
Certainly it is my opinion that they would, and it has been
my opinion constantly. I have no doubt that the people of
Maasacbusetta are a law-abiding people, and that they will
give all proper aid to the Government in maintaining the su¬

premacy of the law within their limits. But, Mr. President,
by way of a little testimony on this subject, I will state that
it did so happen that wheu I received the first intell'gence of
the unfortunate occurrence in the city of Boston, I was stand¬
ing in one of ihe moat public rooms in this city, and when I
expressed the indignation which I naturally felt at what haa
taken place, as it was published in the New York Herald of
yesterday morning, it so happened I had just been introduced
to some eight or ten gentlemen from Massachusetts whom I
had never seen be ore in my life, all of whom concurred in
this language. We rejoice, eaid they, that the occurrence
has taken place, for now it will give a fair opportunity to the
patriotic people of our State to vindicate themselves against
tbe injurioua aspersions which have been cast upon our Gov¬
ernment. There is not a volunteer from our 8tate, was tbe
emphatic language of theae gentlemen, who will not torn out
for tbe support of the Government and maintenance of tbe
laws, and we are glad to ahow that we are a law-abiding
people.

But a aingle remark in reply to the honorable Senator from
New Hampshire, who haa made one ol his usual flourishes of
rhetoric this morning. The honorable Senator seems to
think that it is not the doty of the President, in such a case
as the present, to employ a military force. I am not one of
the advisers of the President, nor do I know what course he
intends to pursue ; but I do mean to say that the President ia
sworn to maintain the lawa, and I do net doubt that he will be
governed by bis oath. He ia more responsible than Ihe people
of any 8tate in this Union. So Washikotoh thought, and
bo he acted ; and he did not hesitate, in a case not a great deal
more seriouathan this, to call into exercise all the powers com¬
mitted to him by the constitution, /or the purpose of main¬
taining the dignity of the law, and he did maintain it. The
honorable Senator has referred to tbe time when the acta of
the Confederation were atill exiating as the supreme law of
the United 8tates. All the power granted by the constitution
was exercised in the lime of Shay's rebellion, when General
Washington was written to by varioua citizens of Ihe State
of Massachosetts, and in a book now on my table containing
letters in answer to those communications, he urges in tbe
moat emphatic language that tbe military force ahould be at
once called into action for the purpose of putting down vio¬
lent opposition to the law. His language was, that no delay
should occur in such a case. It is most honorable to tbe
State of Masaachusetta, and I am very glad to have an oppor¬
tunity of aaying so, that on that occasion the Gpvernor of tbe
8tate, although the inaurgents were aome four or five thousand
strong, at once put himself at the head of all the military
force of tbe 8tate, and put down tbe insurrection. I hope
the present Governor of the State of Msssachusetts will not
hesitate to do bis duty as Governor Lincoln did his, ou a for¬
mer occasion. I trust tbe President of tbe United 8tates will
not hesitate to supply all tbe neceasary aid for the purpose of
enabling him to execute his duty. The Governor of Maaaa-
chu-ettsat the preaent time, I do not doubt, is willing toper-
form his duty ; but I do not see the necessity of encouraging
any citizens to perform their duty in a case so startling to me,
and te those who have spoken on the present occasion.

I will remark, in c inclusion, what I really should not have
thought of stating but for the doubt which seems to be enter¬
tained by the honorable Senator from New Hampshire as to
what would be the proper course of the President of the United
States in such an emergency. I confess that upon the sub¬
ject of maintaining the dignity of the lawj in every section,
whether South or North, East or West, I have given my
views at all time*. I have made them known publicly and
explicitly, and they are just such views as are applicable to
every section of the confederacy. With regard to thia sub¬
ject, I have been a diligent watcher of tbe events that have
occurred, and 1 hsve been prepared to do my duty as an hum¬
ble citizen in supporting the law, and have been prepared to
encourage and support others in doing so likewise. It did so

happen that in tbe performance of my duty as a sort of honest
inquirer in relation to what was going on, and likely to go on,
that I learned a (act so honorable to the Executive that I
fear I should do injustice if I were to withhold it. It is, that
when the city of Philadelphia, generally as quiet and law-
abiding a ci'y as any other, was excited by the appearance
there of violent opposition to the law, during the last year, the
President, when applied to for aid to support the judicial au¬
thorities, did net hesitate to eer.d an order which, I think,
ahonld have been publicly declared. He did not hesitate to
send an order to Commodore Read, commanding at the atatioo
of Philadelphia, whenever called upon toturn out all bis marine
force to sustain the law, and maintain its dignity against all
opposers. This little anecdote serves to show ihe spirit of
tbe President of the United 8tates, and it will ahow the Sen¬
ator from New Hampshire that, if the President deema il
necesaary, he will direct the employment of the military force
in Massachusetts, or in any State in tho Union, in order to
maintain tbe law.

Mr. DAVIS, of Miaairsippi. Mr. President, when the bill
providing for the r.capture of fugitive slaves waa under con-
sideration, I was one of those who sought to give it the great¬
est efficacy of lorm. I was also one of those who expected
no gTeat result* from it. I feared then, what aeems to be too
well realized now, that there waa not a sentiment in ihe
Northern States to enforce the law, and without that public
sentiment, without that consent, I felt that the law waa use¬
less. Here and there, perhaps, a fugitive may be recovered,
but it is seldom that he can be found ; seldom, indeed, thai
the procesa can be executed against him. In commercial
communities it may occur, in rural communitiea perhaps never.
I did not then anticipate that if a fugitive were arrested and
brought legally before the commissioner or judge, a mob
could have the power to release him. * ithout that, I still
thought the law would be ineffectual for any useful purpose.

Opposition has gone further than I expected, live Senator
from Massachusetts says the common sentiment is in opposi¬
tion to the law, and a Senator who did not addreaa the Senate,
but spoke in terms which reachrd my ear, said "the univerasl
sentiment," strengthening the aaaertion <~f the Sena'or from
Mss-achusetl*. If it be so, then it follows that the law is
dead, as to that particular State. Aatothe particular case which
haa occurred, I regret it as much as any one. I regret it, be¬
cause it i* an indication of that downward tendency in the
people of the United 8(atea, which aeems t»manifest that they
are unworthy of tho Government they have inherited. It is
a Government which ia whoily inoperaive whenever the peo¬
ple cnase to have sufficient power to execute it. Whenever
mobs can rule, and law is tilenred beneath tumult, this is
wholly an impracticable Government. It waa not organized
aaore ol force. Its strength is moral, and moial only.
The Government of the United Siatea has power to sup-

pres» ir surrtc'ion and to repel invasion * What insurrection

.Th' fallowing Is an extract from the priclamation of
(Jen. Wa-hmgton, then President'of the United States,
dated August 7tb, 1794, in relation to the wbltkey insurrec¬
tion tn Pennsylvania:

'. And whereas, by a law of the United Rtates entitled
. An act to provide for Bailing forth the militia to execute the
Imwa of the Union, snnpress inaurreetiona, and rrpH Inva-
sioo«,' it «a enacted, ' That, whenever the laws of the United
Stares shall be opposed, or the execution thereof obstructed,

do yoo cnppoM is contemplated 1 Only insurrectioo againat
the authority of a Bute, in which civil government ahall be par¬
alysed by Ibepower ot the multitude. Theoccaaion, too, muat
be audden and ephemeral. If the maaaes ef any 8tate choose,
they have the pmer, and it ia undeniable, to change their
whole form of government. An insurrection, then, must he
one agaktat a State, and a Sta'e may aeek the aid of the Fed¬
eral Government to justify it in introducing ita power in »he
State for the purpose of auppreaaing it. In the better daya
of the republic, 1 may say, the militia of the States were re¬

lied upon for the enforcement of the lawa againet thoae who
reaieted them within the bor<lera of the State*. Thua Gen.
Washinftop'a Secretary of War called on the militia of Penn-
aylvania to put down the whiakey ineurreetion. He did not
call on the army and navy of the United Statea.

But, air, the caae in Boston aeeme to bo the legitimate re-
ault of an event which occurred not long aince, when the offi-
cera fulled lo do their duly, and the marshal who ao failed
was not removed. What was this but a direct encourage¬
ment to a free negro mob to aet aside the law, and to oppose
the officers if they attempted to execute it ? I am not one of
thoee, however anxious I may be to aee this law enforced,
who would advocate the uae of ibe army to aecure ita enforce¬
ment. I hold that when any State in tbie Union ahall choose
to set aeit'e the law, it ia within her aovereignty, and beyond
our power. I hold that it would be a total aubveraion of the
principlee of our Government if the strong arm of the United
States ia to be brought to cruah the known will of the people
of any State of this Union. Such is my theory of this Gov¬
ernment. If the people of Massachuaetta choose to nullify
the law, if they choose to obliterate the constitution, if they
chooee to deny the supremacy of the lawa of the United
8tales, they have but one atep more lo take, and the impulse
with which they are moving compete them to lake it * that ia,
to declare the authority of the United Slates abrogated over
tbem. We of the South have been constantly arraigned aa
thoae who oppose the Government of the United 8islea, who
nullify ita laws, and who manifeet a violence againat their
executioo. The charge ia as untrue aa it ia common. Look
to the history of the country, and And in times past where ,the
lawe of thia Government have been nullified.
But special reference waa made to the State of Miasiestppi.

Now, air, whatever newapaper reporta the Senator who made
that reference may have, I tell him thoae reports are utterly
untrue. Process in the case to which refcrenoa waa made
waa delayed, and I have yet to learn why it waa not longer
delayed, when the Executive of a sovereign 8tate, charged
with high functione of office which he could not lay down
except by resignation, proposed to give the Government secu¬

rity to go to New Oriesns and stand a trial, if they would
suspend the process until his term of office cloeed. Thia it
teems they could not grant. Justice waa hungry for that
sacrifice Why, I wiU not say. Many others have passed
unnoticed. Offenders against this fugitive slave law have
gone unpunished. Siill there was one wbo must be levelled,
and that was the Stpte rights Governor of Mississippi.a mao
who had grown old in honorable aervice, civil ar.d military,
and whose gray hairs had brought him accumulated honor.
He muat be dragged from the dutiea of hia station to answer
the charge of aiding and abetting an expedition from the
United States whic^ it waa well known from his public posi¬
tion he could not hive aided. I will read a part of the pro¬
clamation of that Governor when he laid down hia office :
" I therefore, fellow-citizens, now resign the high trust con¬

fided to my hands, with no feeling of peraonal regret, except
that I could not save you better ; with no feeling of shame,
for 1 am innoccnt of the causes which have induced the
necessity of thia iti ;> } on the contrary, although personally I
fear no investigate i and ahun no icrutiny, I have apared no
efforts, consistent -41th aelf-reapeet, to avert this result. So
soon as I learned Ufct attempts would be made, under an act
of Congreaa of the Ust century, to remove me trora this State,
I tormally offered to the proper authorities of the United
Statea, any pledge oi aeourity to appear in New Orleana, and
meet the cbargea agiust me, ao aoon aa my term of office
should expire; and i remonatrated againat the indignity thua
about to be offered, ijnt to myself, but to the 9tate, in drag-
ging from his dutiesner ehlef magistrate.

«. My proposition Vas not accepted, and my remonstrance
not heeded. It Is not lor me to complain. You are the aggriev¬ed party. My courseln thia matter meeta the approval of some
of tne most patriotic dtizens near me. 1 sincerely hope, as it
was dictateaalone by ray sense of duty to the State, it may
meet the approbation of my fellow -citizens."
Then let the Senator from New Hampehire learn that this

Governor, aurroundqi by a people attached to him, a man
himaelf of military fane, and who might, therefore, the more

readily have been suspected of necking a resort to arms, re¬

signed the office which be held, abandoned the trust confided
to him, that be might go and anawer to a charge which he
believed to be a charge entirely unfounded. So much for the
reference of that Senator to the State of Mississippi.
Now, Mr. Preesdenl while I am quite willing, I may say

anxioua, to know what measures the Executive may take, as

the'qneation of military force has b*:r .'rawn into thia debate,
I take this occasion to say that I hope the dsy is far distant
when the militia of the Statea cannot enforce the laws of the
United 8tates, cannot aupprea ineurreetion within the States.
I hope the day ia equally distant when the Federal Govern¬
ment, by its army and navy, should attempt to enforce obe¬
dience upon a State. If this feee negro mob represent the] true feeling of the State of Massachusetts, if auch be the ac¬
tion of the State herself, let her go.

I, for one, will never give my vote to extend a single arm
to force her. I treat that the history of «*** Government may
never record such scenes as horse-guards charging upon the
peasantry, or steel-clad cuirassiers turned out to ride down
the ignoble rabble. The people are the eovereigos. Let

I them act ¦ their wisdom and their patriotism may direct, andI when they cease tt have the wisdom and patriotism necessary
of their ovfi volition to sustain this Government, I say the Gov¬
ernment i^at an end.

Mr. FOPTE. I simply rise for the pnrpoee of putting my¬
self right V»th regard to an historical point. I had no idea of

I saying anj thing more. Perhape I have said more than is
necessary. I referred to an inmrrection which took place in the

I State of Pennsylvania, called the " whiskey ineurreetion,"I some yean ago- I said that the President of the United
J States at |bat period.Gen. Washington.bad performed his
duty as Pte»ident of the United States, by taking the properI steps to suppress the insurrection. It. was a caae of insurrec-I tion in th^ bosom of one of ihe Statea of thia Confederacy. It
was not suppressed by the military of Pennsylvania, nn»idedI by the mi itary forces of other Slates. The history of it is
entirely different; and as I have an authentic account before
me, I sha| content my»e!l with simply reading a few extracts,
that all m»y understand what Gen, Washington thought to
be bis dutr in such sn emergency aa then arose. It will be
very high authority, certainly. The hiatorian (Sparks in his
Life of Washington) narrates the matter in this way :

.. Soon after Congreaa adjourned, the Preaident'a attention
was called to another subject of very serious import, bothi as

il regarded the authority of the laws and the atability of the
Union. The act ol Congreaa impoaing a lax en distilled spi¬
rits had, from iti firat operation, excited much uneasiness in

varioua parts of the country, and in aome districts it had been
evaded and openly resisted. The inspectors of the revenueappointed by the Government were insulted, threatened, and
even prevented by force from dischsrging their duty. To so

great a length hsd these outrages gone .n aome plaeesislearly
aa September, 17W, tfcat a proclamation was published by the
President, admonishing all peraona to refrain from combina¬
tions and proceedings which obatructed the execution ot the
lawa audrequimg the magistrates and couits to exert the
powers vested in them for bringing to justice the offenders.
Bills of indictment were found against some of these persons,
and the marshal attempted to serve the processes issued by
the court. He was met by a body of armed men, «eixed, de¬
tained and harshly treated. The malcontenta proceeded from
one decree of excess to another, holding seditious met tings,
arming themselves, abusing the officers of the Government,
and bidding defiance to th« laws, till they have assumed the
attitude ol insurrection, and prepared tor an organized re-

"'m The moderation and lorbearance which, according to hia
uaual practice, the President bad exercised toward these de¬
luded people for more than two years, served only to increase
their violence and encourage their determined spirit of hostil¬
ity He could no longer hesitate as to the course he ought to
pursue. He resolved to employ the means entrusted to him
bv the laws, and suppress the insurrection by a military force.
As a preparatory atep, he iaaued a proclamation, dated on the
7th ol Auguit, in which, alter briefly narrating the criminal
transactions of the insurgents, and what had been done by the

I Government to flllay their discontents and turn them from
their treasonable practices, he declared his determination to
execute the laws by calling the militia to his aid, and com¬

manded the insurgents, and all persons concerned in abetting
their acts, to disperse aed retire peaceably to their abodes
before the first day ot September.

bh Having sent out this proclamation, as a preliminary mea¬

sure exacted by the lawa, he next made a requisition for mili¬
tia on the Governors of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary¬land, and Virrinhi. The insurgents chiefly resided in the
western counties of Pennsylvania. It waa supposed there
were among them about sixteen thousand men capable ot bear¬
ing arms, and that they could bring at hast aeven thousand
into active aervice. The number of militia at firat ordered
out was twelve thousand, and it waa subsequently increased to
fifteen thousand. The Governors of Pennsylvania and New
jersey took the field at the head of the troops trom their re¬

spective States, and the command of the whole was conferred
on Governor Lee, of Virginia. The place ot rendezvous tor
the Pennsylvania and New Jersey troops was Bedford. 1 nose

trom Virginia and Maryland assembled at Cumberland, the

in »ny State, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed
bv the ordinary courae ot judicial proceedings, or by the 1|®W*
ers vested in tne marshals by that aet, the same being notified
by an associate justice or the district judge, it shall be la."
lor the President ot th* United States to call forth the militia
of such State to sappresa suah combinations, and to eanse the
Uws to be duly »x««uted » and if U»e militia of a State where
such combination* raay happen ahall refuse, or be insufficient, to
suppress the same, it shall be lawful for the Presiilent, it tne

Legislature of the United States shall not be in session, to call
forth and employ auch numbers of the militia of any other State
or States roost convenient thereto, as may be necessary ; ami
the uae of the miltiia, so to be ealled forth, may be contmu- d,
,f necessary, until the eapiration of thirty da*s after the com¬

mencement of the ensuing session : Provided a/ways. . bat
whanever it may be neeeasarv, in the judgment of the presi¬

dent, to use the military force hereby directed to be e*"*"
forth, the President shall forthwith, and previous thereto, by
proclamation, command anah insur*enis to disperse and retire

peaceably to their respective abodes within a limited lime.

¦ite of old Fort Cumberland, at the junction of Will'i creek
with the Potomac river. Fromevery quarter the militia came
fot ward with alacrity, and the beat disposition was shown byofficer* and private* to execute the order* oi the Govern¬
ment
" The President, accompanied by the Secretary of War, in¬

spected tbe army at the two places of re> dezvous. He went,
by way of Harrisburg and Carlisle, first to Cumberland, and
thence to Bedford ; these places being about thiriy milei
apart He gave directions for each diviaion to march across
the Alleghany moilntaias, meet on the other side, and act
against the insurgents, as circumstances should rtquire. As¬
certaining from personal examination that every thing was in
readiness, and leaving written instructions with Gen. Lee, he
returned to Philadelphia. Congress was soon to meet, and it
was important for him to be there at that time."

Mr. DAVIS, of Mirsis-ippi. I merely wish to aay that I
have belore me a letter from the Secretary of War at that
time, Major McHenry, who called on the brigadier general of
the militia in the Htate of Pennsylvania to enforce the lane
of the Untied States in the western part of Pennsylvania *

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have but a word to add
in reply to tbe Senator from Miaaissippi, (Mr. Davis.) He
has referred to a remark of mine, in relation lo which I wish
to be correctly understood. I do not know whether I used
the preciae expression which the honorable Senator imputed
to me. 1 did wean, however, that it ahould be understood
that there was a prevalent sentiment in Maaaachusetts in op¬position to the stringent provisions of this law. The Senator
proceeds to infer from that, that that sentiment will array iiaelf
in meaaurea of violent e against the law. I make no auch de¬
duction from any facta within my knowledge. On tbe con¬
trary, I will venture to predict that all these speculations in
regard to the employment of the forces of tbe United States to
execute this law in MaasachueeUs are wholly unneceaaary and
wholly uncalled for. That law is offensive to the people of
Massachusetts for reasons which I could state if the time and
the circumstance would permit. You know very well, air,that I voted against tbe law. You know very well that I bad
ationg objections to it, as many other gentlemen here also
had. Thee* objections are felt elsewhere. But when you
come to the question of the execution of the law, I apprehendthat no troops, no aid, no assistsnee from the Government of
tbe United States will be found necessary in the city of Bos¬
ton, or any other portion of Maasachusetts. There may be
mobs | mobs spring up in all portiona.of the country. Op¬position to meaaurea which do not commend themselves to
the public judgmeut o» tbe public mind oftentimes create an

array of this description ; but then there is beneath all thia a

public opinion prevailing that this is not the mode to settle
questions of that description. I rely on that opinion in the
Commonwealth of Maaaachusetts. I rely upon tbe good sense
and the good judgment of the people in all these matters, and
I know that 1 am not miatakeo in the estimate I place uponthat public opinion and that public judgment I know that if
they wish tbe repesl of this law, or an alteration of its provi¬
sions, they will seek it by other meana and by other mtaaures
than a violent array against the strength of this Government,
or any other Government, on a question of that sort. The
daya of the Revolution and the days of Shay's rebellion have
gone by. The people have learned by long experience aijd
by Ijng practice that there is a wiser, a better, and a blood-
leas remedy for all mesures of this sort, to which they may
resort, and to which they will resort whenever in their judg¬
ment an occasion arises, and it will be in vain to endeavor to
prevent them from resorting to it

While I oppose this law, and while I object to many of its
provisions, I do not object to what I believe to be a suitable
and proper law to execute this provision of the constitution.
On tbe contrary, I would cheerfully vote for such a measure
aa has been phadowed forth by several gentlemen who have
occupied places on this floor, and I. may say, without going
into the subject, that the people of tbe tree States have felt
that it is an imputation upon them to deny to them the privi¬lege of trying a question of this sort .' they try all their
questions, by a jury of their own. They feel that it casts a
shade of distrust upon their fidelity and upon their integrity.Well, you can measure the weight of that sentiment of honor,
and every gentleman can feel the conaideration and regard to
which it is entitled. He can estimate how much more pio-
bability there ia of the peaceable execution of a law that ahould
¦how by its terms and provisions tbat confidence was placedin their fidelity, in their integrity, and in their attachment to
tbe Union. But I forbear entering in this aubject. I do not
deaire to go into these arguments. There may come a lime
when a calmer atate of the public sentiment will exist, when
these meaaurea can be examined with candor and impartiality;when that time comes I shall not despair of satisfying this
Senate that a wiser and a better law might be made on this
subject.

Mr. COOPER. I wish to detain the Senate a single mo¬
ment as to a matter of fact. Tbe troops organized to putdown what is known as the whiskey insurrection in Pennsyl¬vania were from the States of Virginia, Maryland, and New
Jersey. The rendezvous was at Carlisle. Gen. Washing¬
ton himself went to Carlisle. From thence the troops were
dispatched to the western portion of the State, where reais-
tance had been made to the law. I merely rise to state thia
in answer to my friend from Miasiaaippi, (Mr. Davia,) who
supposed that the rebellion was put down by the militia of
tbe State of Pennsylvania alone. The principal force un¬
doubtedly was . force of militia from the 8late of Pennsyl¬
vania, but there were also regimenta from Virginia, Mary¬
land, and New Jersey.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I would ask the Senator il
those troops ever marched to the scene of sction ?

Mr. COOPER. They marched from Carlisle «s far wesi
as Bedford. Fsrther than that they did not go, I believe.

Mr. CASS. They croesed the mountains under the com¬
mand of Gen Lee, of Virginia.
Mr. FOOTE. One of the paragraphs which I have read

contained a clear historical statement of the facts referred to
by the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. BRADBURY. The honorable Senator from Mis¬
sissippi (Mr. Davis) has expressed the opinion that certain
laws of tbe United States cannot be executed in tbe Northern
States. I think it due to the 8tate I in part represent to
say thst, so far as the honorable Senator's remark applies to
the 8tate of Maine, I have no doubt he is entirely miataken.
. Letter from the Secretary of War to the G jvernor of

Pennsylvania.
War Department, March 20, 1799.

Si* : To suppress the insurrection now existing in the
counties of Northampton, Bucks, and Montgomery, in the
State of Pennsylvania, in opposition to the laws of the United
States, the President has thought it necessary to employ a

military forse, to b« composed, in part, of such of the militia
of Pennsylvania, whose situation and state of preparation will
enable them to march with promptitude. The corps of mili¬
tia first desired on this occasion are the troops of cavalry be¬
longing to this city, and one troop from each of the codnties oi
Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, Montgomery, and Lancaster.
These troops I have the honor to request your Excellency
will order to hold themselves in readiness to mareh on or be¬
lore the 28th instant, under the command of Brig. Gen. Mc-
Phersnn.

I have the honor to be, wi'h great respect, sir, your obed'
servant, JAS. McHENRY.

His Excellency Governor Mifflin.
From the inslruction given to Gen. McPherson tbe follow

ing are extracts :

War Department, March 21, 1799.
Sir : In pursuance of the President's proclamation, bearing

date the 12^h day of this month, it has become indispensable
to determine upon and put in motion the military force pro¬
per to be employed for suppressing the insurrection in the
counties ol Northampton, Montgomery, and Bucks, in this
State.
You will therefore be pleased to form a detachment from

the volunteers, who have associated in the State of Pennsyl¬
vania, and been accepted by the President, as a part of the
provisional army, to consist of the two volunteer companies ol
cavalry of the city of Philadelphia, to which you will add
two or more of the troops of militia cavalry of the ssm .* city,
now under orders to hold themselves in readiness to march, sc
as to oompose a body of two hundred and forty horse, includ¬
ing non-oommissioned officers, and proceed with the detach¬
ment, without delar, to the theatre oi insurrection. . . .

It is left entirely to your discretion to determine upon
your plaee or places ef rendezvous, which should be such as

are best calculated to enable the troops that may be sta¬

tionary to defend themselves in case of attack, and also to aid
as effectually as possible your parties of horse in their transit
to and from their points of departure.
You will have observed that it is designed to give to the

volunteer and militia cavalry selected by your principal agen¬
cy in suppressing the existing combinations against the laws,
and of quelling an insurrection and rebellion against the Gov¬
ernment and rightful authority of their country, at a time
when its sovereignty and liberties are threatened by a power¬
ful, implacable, and insidious nation, who have been accus¬

tomed to divide and conquer other nations. It is not doubt¬
ed, therefore, but that they will exhibit a useful example
upon this service of military promptitude, spirit, vigilance,
discipline, and obedience of orders.
To be prepared for adverse contingencies, it will be pro¬

per that yon continue the orders tor holding themselves in
readiness to march, at the shortest notice, to the volunteer
companies and militia not immedia'ely called into actual
service.
To cover the active operations of the volunteer and mili¬

tia e«valry, a company of infantry, under Capt. Shoemaker,
and a company of artillerists, under Capt. Irwin, from Car¬
lisle, Pennsylvania, have been ordered to mareh and rendex¬
vous at Reading ; and a company of,artillerists at Fort Mif¬
flin, intended to rendezvous at the same place, is under orders
to march at the shortest notice. Two companies of artille¬
rists from New York, anil a party of intantry recruits under
l-rfeut. Boote, supposed about thirty, from New Brunswick,
New Jersvy, have been ordered to march to Newton, Penn¬
sylvania-: these lat-er troops are on the establishment of the
United States, expected to arrive at their first places of ren¬
dezvous on or about the 23d instant, and subject to your or¬
ders, to be stationed where their presence can produce the
best effects, and employed in case circumstances should re¬

quire their actual co-operation with the volunteers and militia.
If rebellion should require a strength ilcmanding further

force, you are, using a sound discretion, and k«eping economyin view, fully authorized by the President to call into actual
service the whole or any p*rt of the volunteer and militia com-
parties that hate been ordered tn be held In readiness in the
States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. e ..

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedit nt humble servant, JAMES McHENRY.
Wn. Macprxrsor, Esq. Brigadier General.

The law* of the United States ever have been, tod can, and
will be maintained within that State.
The reeolation wu then adopted.

REDUCTION Or POSTAGE.
The 8enate resumed the consideration of the Nil to reduce

and modify the ratee of postage in the United Statee and to
provide for the the coinage of a three cent piece, upon which .debate aroee which will be given hereafter. Without die-
posing of the bill the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Monday, February 10, 1851. '

On motion of Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the Houce then
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of ihe Union,(Mr. Mbadk, of Virginia, in the chair,) and resumed theconsideration of the bill making appropriations fir the im¬
provement of certain harbors and rivers.

Mr. McLANE, being entitled by the rules, as the member
reporting the measure under consideration, to clo»e the debate
on this subject, addressed the committee an hour on this bill.He defended himself against the charge of Mr Moass that
be was inconaistent in supporting this measure, because here¬
tofore he bad uniformly voted sgainst aimilar propositions.In connexion with this he referred to the course of the gen¬tleman from Louiaiana in aopporting men (among them Gen.
Cass) who were in favor of river and harbor improvementa.He replied to the remarks of those gentlemen impugning the
democracy of those supporting tbi* measure, and proceeded
to define democracy, in compliance with the request of Mr.
Holmis, making some strictures on the Government of South
Carolina.

Mr. BURT stated that e«ery while man who bad resided
in the 8tate two years could vote.

Mr. McLANE thought that this waa not enough ; he
would have a representative government based on population.In reply to an inaudible inquiry of Mr. Holmes, he said that
the Government of South Carolina was not bseed on populationand numbers. He then proceeded to draw a comparison be¬
tween the States of 8outh Carolina and Maryland j when ha
was interrupted by

Mr. BURT, who thought that a discussion of the institu¬
tions of South Carolina was in bad taste, as no opportunitywould be afforded for reply.

Mr. McLANE justified hie eourse by referring to the fact
that Mr. Holxbs commenced the controversy.Mr. BURT said (hat South Carolina ought not to be drag¬ged into the debate on account of the grievancea the gentle¬
man from Maryland received at the hands of his colleague.

Mr. McLANE proceeded, and contended that the river and
,harbor bill before them waa embraced in the principle recog¬

nised by tbe gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Toon as,) which
was, that the improvement of rivers at points where revenue
might be collected was constitutional. He proceeded to cite
the ceurae of Jefferson, Madiaon, and Jackson, which he re¬
garded as consistent with that doctrine. He justified the ex¬
penditures contemplated by the bill on the ground that the re¬
venues of the Government for the present fiscal year would -

reach fifty-nine millions of dollars.
Mr. MORSE* by unanimous consent, replied to what he

called the '* miserable sophisms by which the committee had
been entertained for one hoar," declaring that the doctrines
advanced by the gentleman from Maryland were not demo¬
cratic, 'and that that gentleman had failed to prove bis con¬
sistency on the question under consideration.

Mr. McDONALD moved to smend tbe bill by inserting ;
" For the improvement of the Wabash river, above the Ra¬
pids, the aum of fAO,000."
The queetion waa then taken on the amendment of Mr.

McDowald, and it was rejected : Ayes 33, noes 80.
Mr. CLARKE moved to insert: "For tbe improvement

of 88ckett's Harbor, Lake Ontario, and the removal of a shipof the United 8tates navy sunk there, $10,000."
Mr. C. supported his amendment by urging tbe necessity

of its adoption, and the duty of tbe Government to remove
obstructions placed by its order at tbe entrance of a harbor,
and referring to the growing importance of tbe place named
in his amendment.

Mr. BURT wss opposed to the amendment, ss well as to
the bill. He thought that hia friend from Georgia (Mr.
Toombs) had interposed such insurmountable obstacles as to
render it unnecessary for him to enlarge upon tbe constitu¬
tional question. He defied the gentleman from Maryland to
anawer them. He (Mr. B ) asaerted that under the consti¬
tution the Government could make no improvements or struc¬
tures whatever within ths jurisdiction of a 8tate, except in
cases specified in the constitution, such as dock-yards, arse¬
nals, fortifications, &c. f and that the consent of a State could
not enlarge the power of the Government. It had no more
right to improve a harbor or open a river than it had to make .

a railroad through any of the States of the Union.
Tbe amendment of Mr. Clabkb was then agreed to : Ayes

70, noetf 46.
Mr. McLANE moved to strike out the following items :
" For a breakwater strueture at the harbor of Burlington,

Lake Champlain, $15,000.
" Por the improvement of Saekett'a Harbor, Lake Ontario,

and the removal of a ship of the United Statea navy aunk
there, $10,000."

Mr. McLANE said that if the committee was disposed to
put into tbe bill additional items which had already been sub-

r nutted to the Committee on Commerce, and rejected By them,
making tbe bill thereby of eo much weight as to fail of re-

ceiving the support of the House, the committee must be ex¬
onerated from all responsibility. He called their sttention to
tbe importsnce of adhering to the bill as reported from the
committee, and the danger which would ensue from'amend¬
ing the bill.
Tbe amendment of Mr. McLaitb was rejected : Ayes 67,

noes 67, the Chsirman voting io the negative.
Mr. HOWE moved to insert in the bill sn item appropri¬

ating $20,000 for the survey of the Alleghany river, and
supported his amendment by a few remarks.

Mr. HILLIARD opposed the amendment of Mr. Howb,
being of opinion that the Constitution did not grsnt a single
power of this kind. He thought thst "whatever was essen¬
tial to the protection of the navy or of public property they
might improve and construct. He believed that the time
had come to limit the action of the Government to its true
sphere. He wss a national man, and did not shrink from
the imputation of being one. As such he would give a true
interpretation of the power of the Government, and would
confine it to that power.

Meaars J0HN80N, of Arkansas, DUER, and Mc-
GAUGHEY urged the committee to support the bill aa it
waa reported by the Committee on Commerce, and Mr.
THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania supported the amendment

F of Mr. Howb. "

Mr. BAYLY made a few remarks in relation to the as¬

sertion of Mr. McLahb thst tbe revenues lor tbia year
would amount to fifty-nine millions of dollars. The receipts
for the first half of the pressnt year had been $23,125,603.

t All were aware that when the imports were Isrge for tbe
first half year, the presumption was that for the next
half of the year they would be small. Besides this, by a

¦ recent decision of the Supreme Court, Isrge sums must be
refunded on account of excessive duties chsged and re¬

ceived on certain articles imported. As to the receipts from
public land*, not much would be obtained from that source

when so much ofthe public domain bad been given awsy.
The question now being on the amendment of Mr.

Howb.
The CHAIRMAN ruled it out of order.
Mr. RICHARD80N moved that the committee risej which

mo'ion was lost.
After some delay on points of order.
Mi. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved to strike out the item ap-

propriating $ 15.Q00 for the improvement of the harbor at Con-
neaut, in Lake Erie. He said that this was one of four ap¬
propriations for harbors, all extending not over a distance of
fifty mile*

,Mr. GIDDINGS opposed the amendment, and it was

rejected.
Mr. BAYLY moved to strike out the item appropriating

$10,000 for the improvement of the harbor at Cunningham's
Bay, on Lake Erie. He desired to know how it was that
these particular districts were so fortunate aa to get appropria¬
tions when others had received none at all ?

Mr. McLANE replied that all such sectional issues found
no place in the Committee of Commerce.

Mr. BAYLY said that the bill was sectional from beginning
to end.

Mr. McLANE desired to know if the gentleman from Vir¬
ginia bad made estimates, and if he could inform the commit¬
tee how much money was appropriated north of Mason and
Dixon's line, snd how much South '

Mr. BAYLY replied that be had. He knew that three
hundred and odd thousand dollars were appropriated for New
York, and not two hundred thousand for the 8tate of Virgina.
The amendment of Mr. Batlt was rejected.
Mr. McDONALD moved to strike from the bill the item

appropriating $20,000 for tbe improvement of the harbor at

Dubuuue, in the Mississippi river.
After debate by Messrs. McDONALD snd W ENT-

WORTH, the amendment was rejected.
Mr. McGAUGHEY proposed a pro firma amendment

and addressed the committee charging the Democratic mem-
. hers from Indiana, with tbe exception of the ne from tbo

Logansport district, (Mr. Fitch,) with sailing under UUm
colors. They professed great desire for an appropriation for
the Wabash, while st heart they were hostile to internal im¬

provements.
Mr. JULIAN. Does my colleague include roe

Mr. McGAUGHBY. I had my eye on the Democrats
and overlooked tfce Free-Soiler [Laughter.]

Mr. McDONALD expressed bimsrll ready to assume all
the re*t»>ntibil.ty f»rhie course, here or elsewhere.

I Mr. McGAIJGHBY. If my colleague "»ttro*tes «t a set-

; dement st Blmlenshurg, I must decline. [Laughter ]
Mr. McDONALD. I m^ant noibinf of that tia'ure ; I

knew mv e lleaaue loo well for tba». [Laughter.]
The ducniuion of the variou- ame..d n<-iiis tl- nd to the

bill was c iutinue«l un'tl 'en o'clock at nigbt, when tbe com¬

mittee to<e a.'d the House adjourned


